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TOKYO PARALYMPIC GAMES — WESTERN AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATION 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.08 pm]: Australia finished competition at 
the Tokyo Paralympics this week, taking home 80 medals, with Western Australians winning eight of those. In 
a perfect start to the games, Australia won the first two gold medals. 
As Minister for Sport and Recreation, I take this opportunity to highlight Western Australia’s achievements and 
acknowledge our Western Australian athletes for their performances and representation of our country on the world 
stage. Western Australia recorded its equal highest representation on the Australian Paralympic team, with 24 athletes 
selected to represent our country. Athletes competed in 10 sports in Tokyo, including athletics, badminton, boccia, 
equestrian, judo, paratriathlon, shooting, swimming, wheelchair basketball and wheelchair rugby. 
Western Australia has a proud history in wheelchair basketball, which continued with the Western Australian 
Institute of Sport’s first dedicated Paralympic sport program delivering a record nine athletes across the men’s 
and women’s teams.  
At his fifth Olympic Games, WA athlete Shaun Norris captained the Rollers, scoring 23 points, with the team 
finishing fifth on the ladder. Delivering the first gold medal of the games on opening night was Western Australian 
Ben Popham in the 100-metre freestyle S8. Ben also took home another gold in the 4 x 100-metre freestyle relay and 
a silver in the 4 x 100-metre medley relay. Western Australian Madison de Rozario had a strong performance at her 
fourth games, taking out the gold in the 800-metre T52, marking Australia’s first win on the track at the Paralympics. 
Then, in a history making performance, Madison was the first Australian woman to win a Paralympic Games 
marathon in the women’s T54 classification, with a remarkable sprint finish after a gruelling 42-kilometre race. She 
also won a bronze medal in the women’s 1 500-metre T54 class. Other WA medal winners include Sarah Edmiston, 
who won a bronze medal in the discus, and Robyn Lambird, who won a bronze medal in the 100-metre T34. 
Despite COVID throwing multiple curve balls, the immense preparation and training that led our WA Paralympic 
athletes to make the journey to Tokyo is an inspiration to us all. All Western Australians deserve the opportunity to 
participate in sport and I am proud that the McGowan government is supporting both our Olympic and Paralympic 
athletes by providing direct financial support to ensure that those who are selected have access to training and 
support programs on their road to the games. 
I ask members of the house to please join me in congratulating all the WA athletes who competed in what was 
undoubtedly the most unique Paralympic Games yet. They are a source of pride for their families, Western Australia 
and Australia, and are an inspiration to us all. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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